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Eras, 4. 13, 
Till we all come in the wnitie of the faith, and of the know- 


ledge of the Sonue of God, unto a per ſet? man, wnts the 
meaſure of the flature of the fulneſſe of Chriſt, 


Hen the Lords Arke was to ler 
torward, the forme of prayer 
uſed by Moſes, was z * Kiſe up, 
L onv, and let thine enemtes be 
ſcattered and let them that hate 
thee, flee before thee. The fweer 
Pſalmiſt of Iſrael, framing his 
deſcant to this ground, begin- 

| ' neth the Plalm which he pre- 

red to be ſung at the removing ofthe Arte, after the 
ame manner? Let God ariſe: let his enemies be ſcattered; 
let them alſo that bate him, flee before him : and then go- 
eth on,till at lengrh he barh rayſed his note unto his full 
acight : Thou haſt aſcended up on high : thou haſt |zd capti- 
vitie captive : thos haſt recetvedgifts for men(Pſalm,6$. 

18). Which being by our Apolile in © this Chaprer in- 

rerpreted of the Aſcenſion of our Saviour Chriſhinto 

heauen, and made the very ſpring from whence the 
matrer of my prefentText is derived, leadeth us tothe 

4 Ds. and purteth us 
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in minde, thatthe removing of the Arke, which ny 
occaſion to the penning of his Pſalme, was an adum- 
bration of our Saviours removeall from the Earth to 
Heaven, and that by this abſence of his, we areno lo. 
ſers, bur gainers, ſeeing he is aſcended up on high, both 
rorriumph over his and our foes, | he led captivitie cap- 
tine | and to conterre benefits upon his triends.[ hegave 


gifts unto men, | 


The 4 Arke of the Covenant ( we know ) was appoin- 
tedto be a figure of * /eſus the Mediatonr of the new Co- 
venant:the great King, Prophet and Prieſt of his Church, 
Therefore was it ordered, that the Arke ſhould haue 4 
crowne of gold about it : (Exod, 37, 2,) than which, 
what el be more fit to ſer forth rhe itate of our King? 
for thus wee /ee leſus crowned with glory and honour, 
( Heb. 2. 9.) Vponthe Ark ſtood the Propiriatoric or 
Mercie-ſcate, whence God did ule to deliver his Ora- 
cles from berwixt the Cherubins : than w<Þ, what more 
lively repreſentation could there be of the Propbericall 
office off our Saviour?of whom it is written:God hath in 
theſe laſt dayes ſpoken unto us by his Sonne,(Heb.r.2.) The 
Arke had both the Rod and the Tables of the Law, by 
Gods appointment placed within it: than which, what 
could be more apt to expreſle the ſatisfaftion, which 
our high Prieſt was to make unto his Farhers juſtice, as 
well by his P aſs:ve as by his Atrve obediencefor as he 
felt the ftroke of the Rod for us, that* rhe chaſti/ement of 
our peace being laid upon him, w:th his ſtripes we might be 
healed :1o8 it behooved him alſo to fulfil) the Law and all 
righteowſneſſethat ſo he mig!it be * rhe end of the Law for 
righteou/ſneſſe to every one thit beleever', The lerter of 
the Law being not morecertainely ro be found within 
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the Arke, than the accompliſhment thereof within 
him : according to that which he ſpake by his holy 
Prophet. * /» tbe volume of the booke it is written of mee, 
that 1 ſhow'd ave thy will, O God:yea, thy Law is within my 
heart. 

The Arke had many removes from place to place, 
whiles it [ojourned in the Tabernacle: but was brought 
up at laſt intorhe Temple, there to dwe'l upon God's 
holy Hill ; the place of which he himſelte had ſaid, 
« hs i my reſt for ever y here will 1 dwell, for I have 4 
delight therein, Where, at the firſt entry, King Se/omon 
ſtoodready to entertaine him with this welcome," 4- 
riſe, O Lord God, into thy reſting place, thow, and the_ 
CArke of thy flremeth : Let thy Prieſts, O Lord God, be clo. 
thed with ſalvation ; and let thy Saints reioce in good- 
-neſſe, Our bleſſed Saviour, in the dayes of his fleſh, had 
no reſting place, but continually ® went about doing 
good ; untill at lengr? ® he was received up inco Hea- 
ven, and (ate on the righrhand of G oÞ, For when he 
had ended his progrefſe upon Earth, and * finiſhed 
there that worke which his Father had given him to 
doe; he? left the world, and went to the Father, ma- 
king his laſt remove unto the high Court of Heaven, 
q wn he is to reſide untill the time of the reſtitution 
of all things. * The Temple of GOD was opened in Hea- 
ven, and there was ſcene in his Temple the '_Arke of be 
Teſtament, ſaith $. /ohninthe Apocalypſe, If we looke 
to the corporall preſence of our Saviourz inthe Tem- 
ple of Heaven muſt this Arke be ſought for, in no 0- 
other place is it to be found : but if we looke to the 
verrue comming from him, by the operation of his 
wordand Spirit ; (0 we (hall finde him in his Temple 

_ 2 
ſ 


iPſal.4o. 7:8. 


Heb. 16, Fo 


&k Plal.132-14+ 


| Ibid. yerſ. 8. ] 


9- i6. 


2 Chron. 6.qc 


m A&.1e,z8. 
nMar.16. 1g. 


© Ioh. 17, 4. 


p Toh, 16. 28. 


and 1g, 30, 


qAR. z. 21. 
rRev. 11. Ig, 


A Sermon Preached 


t Pſal. 68 19. 


x Fpheſ.4.1 I, 


13s 


y 3 Chron 6. 
41+ 
Pſal. 23 3.9.16 


zEpheſ.4. to. 


upon earth, * preſent with us alwayes, even unto the 
end of the world : for,theſe were rhe gitts that, when he 
aſcended into Heaven, he did beſtowupon men, 

This the Propher layeth downe thus : * Thow kaſt af- 
cended up on high : thou haſt recerved gifts for men. The 
Apoſtle cireth it thus : * when he aſcended up on high, he 
gave gifts unto men, The reconciliation is caſte : He re- 
ccived thoſe gifts, not toreraine them with himlſelfe, 
but to diſtribute them-for the behoofe of his Church, 
So forthe Spirit, S. Peter teacheth us, As 2, 33, There- 
fore being by the right hand of God exalted, | there is his 
aſcending up on high ] aud having received of the Fa- 
ther the promiſe of the holy Ghoſt, [ there is his receiving ] 
he hath ſhed forth this which ye now ſee and heave, | there 
is his giving of this gfe unto men, ] Andfor the Mini- 
ſtery of the Word, he himſelte intimateth as much in his 
Commiſhon, given to the Apoſtles, Mat. 28, 18. 19, 
Al power is grven anto mee in heaven and in earth: 
[ there he receiveth ] Goe ye therefore, and teach all nati- 
ons :[ there he giveth this giftunto men. ]*He gave ſome 
Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts, and 
{ome Paſtors and Teachers, for the perfeting of the Saints: 
ſaith our Apoſtle here, That herein alſo that mightbe 
fulfilled, which we heard to haue beene uttered, when 
the Arke was brought ro his reſting place? : Let thy 
Prieſts, 0 Lord God, be cloatbed with ſalvation, and let thy 
Saints retoyce in gooaneſſe_. 

The worke of the Miniſtery, how meanely ſoever it be 
eſtcemed in the World; yet in the eſtimation of our 
Saviour Chrift, was one of the choyſeſt gifts, that in 
this ſolemnitie of his triumphant *aſcending up far a- 
bove all heavens, he thought fit ro beſtow upon his 
Church 


Charch here upon eatth : as th& which tended both 

to the * perfet71 of the Samts, and to the edifying of 2 Ib.ver. 12. 
his owne body, For as ithath pleaſey) che Father, that 6, Col, r. 19. 
in him all falneſe fbonld dwell 140 the Son is allo plea- - - 

ſed, not to hold it any diſparagement, that © hjs Body, & Epbed. 1.44; 
the Church, ſhould be accounted the falneſſe of his + 

that filleth all in all, That howſoever in himlſelte he be 

moſt abſolutely and perfealy complete ; yet is his 

Church ſo neerely conjoyned unto him, thar he hol- : 

deth not himſelfe full without it : but as long as any 

one member remaineth yer ungarheredand unknit un- 

to this myſticall body of his, he accounteth, in the 

meane time, ſomewhat to be deficient in himſelfe, 

And therefore our Apoſtle having, in the words im- 

mediately going before this Text, declared, that the 
Miniſtery was inſtituted for the eaifying of the bodie of 
Chriſt; addeth preſently, Till wee all come in the wnitie 

of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Soune of GOD, 

anto a perſett man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the 

wineſſe of Chriſt. 
p In Ph ne we may obſerue afwell the Matter of 

this __ [ wee all | as the Strudtare of ity and fur- 

theralſo conſider in the Structure, fr ft, the laying of 

the foundation [ 1» the unitie of the farth, and of the_ 

knowledge of the Soune of God | ſecondly, the —— of 

theworketo perfetion, andthe railing of it to his juſt 

height | »xto 4 per fet# man, wnto the meaſure of the ſta- 

tare of the falneſſe of Chriſt. 

The Matter then of this ſpirituall edifice (that wee 

may begin with hat ) are wee our ſelves, * Tee alſo a q i Peta. x, 

lively flones, ave built up 4 ſpiritual houſe : faith Saint 

Peter, To this Saint Pas! here adde a note of V- 
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niverſalitic { Wz Arr: ] as ſuting beſt with the 
nature of the Cetho/zck or Vniverlall Church, which 
is that body of Chr:ft, ofthe edifying whereot he here 
createth : of which therefore he telleth us more plain- 
ly in another place ; that *by owe ſþirit we are all bapts- 
&ta into one bodie, whether wee be lewes or Gemtiles, 
whether we be bond or free, For the Catholick Church 
is not to belought for in > 4 one angle or quarter of 
the world : but —_y all that is every place call upon 


the Name of leſus Chriſt our Lord, both theirs and ours, 
(1 Corinthians 1, 2.) Therefore to their Lord and 
ours was itſaid ; * Aske of mee, and / will grve thee the 
Heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermoſt parts 
of the earth for thy poſſe ſſronzand to his mylticall body, 
the Catholique Church accordingly, 8 / will bring 
thy ſeed from the Eaſt, and gather thee from the Weſt : 


I will ſay to the North, give up ; and to the South, Keepe 
net backe : bring my ſonnes from farre, and ny daughters 
from the exds of the earth z even every one that is called 
by my name. 

Thus muſt we conceiue of the Catholick Church 
as of once entire body;made up by the colle&ion and 
aggregation of all the Faithfull unto the unitie there- 
of: from which union there ariſerh unto every one 
of them ſuch a relation to, and a de nNce upon 
the Church Catholique, as pers uſe to haue 'in re- 
ſpe of their whole, Whereupon it followerth, that 
neyther particular perſons, nor particular Chur- 
ches, are to worke as ſeverall divided bodyes by 
chemſelues (which is the ground cf all Schi/me) 
but are to teach, and to be taught, and to doe a 
other Chriſtian duties, as parts conjoyned _ 
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the whole, and members of the ſame Common- 

wealth or — zand therefore the Biſhops of 

the ancient Church,thoughthey had rhe governmet 

of particular a ations onely commirted unto 

them, yetin regard of this communion which they 

held with the Vniverſall, did uſually rake ro them- 

ſelves the title of Biſbops of the Catbo/ick Church. 

Which maketh ſtrongly aſwellagainſt the new Seps- 

ratifts as the old Dozatiſts : who either hold ita thing 

knot much materiall, ſo they proteſſe the faith of b 4ugufin. 
Chriſt, whether they doe it inthe Catholick Com- 74% am 
munion, or out of it, orelſe (which is worſe)dote ſo terefle creden- 
much upon the perfe&is of their own part, that they **5inquiquib 
refuſe to joyn in fellowſhip with the reſt of the body &\,Paimm, 
of Chriſtians; as if they themſelues were the onely bt; i4cd per- 
progin of God, and all wiſedome muſt live and die **=<banr in 
w 


chem and their generation, rr —_ 
And herein, of all others, doe our Romaniſls cane, & eos 
moſt fearefully offend ; as being the authors of the — 
molt cruell ſchiſme,that ever hath been ſcene in the thoticam ne- 
Church of God, Thoſe infamous ſchiſmes of the y,. 2? tranire 


vatians and Donatiſts were but petty renrs,in compa patbpig fog 


riſon of this huge rupture, which hath pulled aſundc1 tabamus qui- 
Eaſtand Weſt, North & Sourhy and growneto luc! my —_ 
a headat home, that in our Weſtern parts(where th} 1+ Chriſti —_ 
faction was ſo prevalent) it hath for diverſe ages paſi "7s: (:d 
been eſteemed Cathbo/ricke, Inthe 17* of the EE ey 


| | at N05 4 
tion wee hauca women deſcribed unto us, fitting up- diridens col. 


on ſeven moanteines and upon many waters, The wo. \%it> & boc 

man is there expounded whe i that great Citie which ——_— 

reigneth over the Kings of the earth, The ſeven moun. Rite cola, 

tains upon which thac CO I——_ notto be cx- a 
Fa poun- 
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pounded : every childe knew what was meant there- 
by. The waters are interpreted & peoples, and mults- 
tudes, and nations, and tongues, Which is thatvery V- 
niverfaliticand _atholiciſme that the Romaniſts are 
wont ſo much to brag of, For, this wma is the par- 
ticular Church of Keme,the City-Church ; which they 
call the Mother-Church, the holy Ghoſt ſtileth "che 
Mother of harlots and abominations of the earth, Thoſc 
peoples,and multitudes, nations and tongwes,are ſuch 
as this proud Citie reigneth over : the Catho/ichk-Ro- 
man Church they are commonly called by them- 
ſelves;but by the holy Ghoſt, = the Beaſt upon which 
the Woman ſirteth, 

This woman is the Head of the faction, and the ve- 
ry Mother of this (chiſm:the Beaſt,that is to ſay, they 

tluffer themicluesto be thus ridden by her,are her 
abbercors and ſupporters in it, For the particular 
Church of Rome ( not being content to be a fellow- 
member with the reſt ofthe Churches of Chriſt, and 
to hauea joynt dependance with them ups the whole 
body of the Church Catholick, ® which is the Mother 
of us allywill needs goe out of herrank zand,ſcorning 
any longer to be accounted one of the branches of the 
Catholick Church, would faine be acknowledged to 
be the root of it: ſothat now all other Churches muſt 
hold their dependanceupon it, or otherwiſe be caſt 
forth as withered branches, which are fit onely to be 
throwne into the fire, and burned, The wiſedome of 
God foreſaw this infolency long before-hand : and 
therfore cauſed a Caveat to be entred againſt ;t,even 
in that Epiſtle which was ſpecially direed to the 
Church of Rome it ſelte, The words are plaine enough, 


Rom, 


before Flis Maieſtie_. 


Rom. 11, 18, 1f thou boaſt, thow beareſt not the root, but 
the root ther, The Church of Rene therefore mult 
know that ſhee is ao more a root to beare up other 
Churches,than other Churchesare to bearc up her: 
ſhe may not goe beyond her line, and boaſt her ſelfe 
to be the root of the Catholick Church, bur be con- 
tented to be born her clfe by the root, aſwell as other 
particular Churches are, For a ſtreame toſever itſelfe 
from the common Fountaine, that it may bee coun- 
ted a Fountaine it ſelfe, without dependance upon a- 
ny other y is the next way to make an end of it, and 
dry itup. The Church of Rome may doe well to think 
ofthis,and leave off her vaine boaſting, ”/ ſit « Qacen, 
and am no widow, ana ſhail ſee no ſorrow. Other Chur- 
ches may faile, andthe gates of hell may prevaile a- 
gainſt them:but ic cannor fall out ſo with me.,Where- 
as ſhe might remember, thatthey were Romanes, un- 
to whom the Apoſtle ſo long ſince gave this admoni- 


© Rev. 18, 7, 


tion, ? Be wot high minded, but feare, For if God ſpared p Rom. 11, 


mot the natwrall branches, take beed leſt he alſo ſpare not 
thee, Behold therefore the goodne(ſe and ſeverity of God: 
en them which fell, ſeveritie hut towards thee, geoaines, 
if thou continue in his goodneſſe : atherwiſe Tuou A 1» 
$0 Suatitr Bs Cur Orr, 

The Romances therefore by their pride may get a 
fall, as well as others; and the Church of Rome by in- 
fidelity may be cut off, aſwell as any ocher congrega- 
tion : and yet the Catholick Church ſubſiſt for all 
thar, a« having for her foundation neither Rowe, nor 
Rem's Biſhop, but 1eſ#s Chrift, the Sonne of the li- 
ving God, And yetthisprou Dame and her . 


ters, the particulaz Church of Rove | meanc,and tl 
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which they call the Catho/ick Romane ( or the faQion 
rather chat prevaileth in chem both)have inthelſe lac. 
ecrages confined the whole Church of Chriſt within 
thcmn:clves,and excluded all others that were notun- 
der the Romane obedicnce, as aliens from the Com- 
mon-wealch of Iſrael, and ſtrangers fromthe cove- 
nants of promiſe, T he Donatiſts were cryed our a- 
gainft by our forefathers, tor ſhutting up the Church 
within the parts of the South; and rejecting all others 
that held not correſpondency with that patch of 
theirs : And could they thinke weil then of them, that 
ſhould conclude the Church within the #eſters 

of the world, and exclude all other Chriſtians Lom 
the body of Chriſt, that held nor by the ſame root 
there that they did ? It is a ſtrange thing rome, that 
wiſe m2n ſhould make ſuch large diſcourſes of the 


Catholique - 0 rw bring ſo many teſtimonies to 


rove tne Yaiverſalitic of it:& not diſcern, that while 
y this means they think they have gortena great vi- 
&>ry over us, they have in very truth overthrowne 
,. themſelves, for when it comech to the point, in ſtead 
of the Catholick Church which confiſteth of che c6- 
* munion of all nations, they obtrude their own peece 
unto us : circumſcribing the Church of Chriſt with- 
in the precin&s of the Romiſh juriſdition, andlea- 
* vingall che world beſideto the power of Sathan, for 
with them it isa reſolved cafe;rhat Ws every ereature_s 
it is altogether of necefſitic to ſalvation, tobe ſubieft to 
" the Romune B 


Whar wn - become of the poore Meoſcovites 


obe- and Grecians (toſay nothing of the reformed Chur- 


= ches)in Eerope? What of the «Egyptian and <£thiops- 
4 
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&# Churches in 4frick ? what ofthe companies 
of Chriſtians ſcattered overall hy from Com- 
flemtinopleuntothe Exft Indies, which have and ſtill 
doe endure more afflitions and preſſures for the 
Name of Chriſt, than they have ever done, that 
would be accounted the onely friends of Chric ? 
Mult theſe, becauſe they are notthe Popes ſubjeas, 
be therefore deniedto be Chriſt's ſubies ? Becauſe 
they are not under the obedience of the Romane 
Church, doe they thereupon forfairthe eftare which 
they claime in the Cacholick Church, out of which 
there is no falyation ? Muſt we give all theſe for gone, 
and conclude, that they are certainly damned? They 
whotalke ſo much of the Catholick Church, bur in- 
deed ſtand fortheir owne particu/ar, muſt of force 
ſinke as low in #xcharitableneſſe, as they have thruſt 
themſelves deep in /chi/ave :wee who talke lefle ofthe 
P niverſalitic ot the Church, bur hold the truth of ir, 
cannot finde in ourhearts to paſſe ſuch a bloudy ſen- 
rence up6 ſo many poore ſoules,thar have given their 
Names to Chriſt, He whoſe pleaſure it was to ſpread 
the Churches ſeed ſo farre,ſaid to Eaſt, Weſt, North, 
and South ; Gize : it is not for usthento ſay; Xe 
backe, He hath given to his Sonne the heathen for bus * 
inheritance, and the uttermeſt parts of the earth for his 
poſſe flbon : wee for our parts dare not abbridge this 
grant, and limit this great Lordſhip, as we conceive 
it may beſt fir our owne turnes 3 but leave ito his 
owne latitude, and ſeck for the Catholick Church nei- 
ther in this part nor in that peece, but (as it hath 
beene before {iid in the words of the Apoſtle ) 


among * all that in every place call upon the Name of « 1 Cor nx 
te 
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CEccleſia ex 
pluribus per- 
lonis congre- 
garur : & ta» 
menuna dicie 
tur, propter u- 
rutatem hidet. 
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telus Chriſt our Lord, both theirs and cars. ay 
Yea, but how can this be, will ſome ſay, ſecin 
the Catholike Church is but oxe : and the hcizel 
reaſon for which it is accounted one, is *the #nitie of 
the faith profeſſed ther-in > How then can this unitic 
of faith bee preſerved in all places, ifone ſpeciall 
Church be not ſer as a Miſtreſſe over allthe reft, and 
one chiefe Biſhop appointed for a Maſter over all o- 
chers, by whom in matters of faich every one muſt 
beruled > And our of ſuch different rotefſions, as 
are to bee found among the divided Chriſtians in 
thoſe ſeverall parts of the world, how can there be 
fir matter drawne for the making up of one Vniver- 
fall Church > Tothis | anſwer (and fo paſſe from the 
Matter of the Building, cothe Straure ) that it is 
moſt true indeede, that in the Church there is * one 


Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſme : for ſo weare taught by 
the Apoſtle in this chapter, Bur yert,in the firſt _ 


it 15 to be conſidered, that this wnitie of the faith mu 
be compaſſed by fuch meanes as God hath ordained 
for rhe procuring of ir, and not by any politicke 
trickes of mans deviſing, Now for the bringing of 
us all ro this anity of the faith,the Apoſtle here reſlerh 
us, thac Chriſt *gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, 
and ſome Evanceliſts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers, 
Ithe hadrhought chat the maintenance of this wnitie 
did depend upon the ſingularitic ofany ove Apoſtle, 
or Paſtor, or Teacher : is it to be imagined, that hee 
would have overſlipped ſuch a fingnlar perſon (even 
in thatvery place where, of all others, his preſence 
was moſt requifite)and runne altogether, as he doth, 
uponthe plurallnumber ? 

That 
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That the multitude of Teachers diſperſed over the 
world, withoutany ſuch dependencic or corraſpon- 
dencic, ſhouldagree rogerher in laying the foundati- 
ons ofthe ſame Girh, is a ſpeciall worke of Gods Spi- 
rit, And it is * the unity of the Spirit which the A poltle 
here ſpeaketh of, and exhorteth us to keepe in the bond 
of peace. Whereas the unity of which our Adverſaries 
boaſt ſo much / which is pony 6 but a walfull 
ſuffering of themſelves to be led blind-told by one 


man, who commonly is more blind than many of 


themſelves)isno fruicotche —_—_ of meere carnal! 
p_ : and may — venture for 4 boxd of peace 
ewixt themſclues and their owne partie(ſuchas/the 
Pricſts of Antichriſt were to have, and as many as 
would be content to yeeld themſelves to the condut 
offucha Commander ) but hath proved the greateſt 
block that ever ſtood in the way, for giving impedi- 
mentto the peace and unity of the univerſall Church, 
which here we looke after, And therefore N#l/us Arch- 
biſhop of The//alonies, entring into the conſideration 
of the original ground of that Jong cotinued ſchilme, 
whereby the Weſt ſtandeth as yer divided from che 
Eaſt, and the Latin Churches from the Gree>c,wrote 
a whole booke purpoſely of this argument, wherein 
he ſhewerh, * that there is no ether cauſe to be aſrioned of 
this diftraftion, but that the Pope will not permit the cog- 
niſance of the controver ſie nnto a generall Ceuncell, but 
w/ll needs fit himſel(e as the alone Teacher of the print in 
/lron And have others hearken unto him as if they were 

bs Scholars :and that this is contrary both to the ordinan- 
ces, and the praitice of the Apoſtles and the Fathers, Nei- 
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ther indeed is there any hope, thatever wee ſhall ſee a 
generall peace, for matters of Religion, ſerled in the 
Chriſtian world, as long as this ſupercilious Maſter 
ſhall be ſuffered ro keepe this rule in Gods houſe : 
how much ſocver he be magnified by his owne Dil- 
Ciples, and made the onely foundation upon which 
the uctic of rhe Catiholick Church dependeth, 

Now in che next place, tor the further opening of 
the unitie of the faith, wee areto call unto minde the 
diftinQion which the Apoſtle makerh betwixt * the 
foundation, and that which is 6uilded thereupon : be- 
twixt Þ the principles of the dottrine of Chriſt, and that 
which he calleth perfef70n, T he wnitie of the ſaith and 
of the knowledge of the Sonne of God here ſpoken of, 
hath reference(as we heard) tothe foundation : as that 
which followeth of « perfet? man ; and the meaſure of 


war py 5 of the fulneſſe of Chrif, to the ſuper ſtruttion 


and perfeitiow, In the former there is a generall wnitze 
among all true beleevers : in the latrer, a great deale 
of varietie; there being ſeverall degrees of perfet7ion 
to be found in ſeverall perſons, < according to the mes- 
ſure of the gift of Chriſt, So we ſee in a materiall Buil. 
ding, that ſti!l there is but ore foundation, though 
great diſparitic be obſerved in ſundry parts of the ſu- 
perſtru&ion : ſome rooms are high, ſome lowe, ſome 
darke,ſome lightlome, ſome more ſub{lanrially ſome 
more\lightly Puilded and in tra@ of time ſome prove 
more. ruinous than others; yer 21] of thera belong ro 
one building, as ny as they hold rogether,and ſtand 
upon the ſame foundation, Andeven thus is it inthe 
ſpirituall Building alſo , whether we reſpeR the prati- 
call part of Chriſtianitic, or the 1ntelleuall, 

In 


——l 
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Ia the praical! we ſee wonderfull great difference 
berwixt Chriſtian and Chriſtian ; ſome by Gods 
mercy attaine roa higher meaſure of perteRion, and 
keepe themlelves unſported trom the c6mon corrup- 
tions of the world y ochers watch not fo carefully 0- 
ver their wayes, and lead not ſuch ſtri& lives, bur are 
oftentimes overtaken and fall towly : that he who 
looketh upon the one and the other, would hardly 
thinke that one Heaven ſhould receivethem both, Bur 
alchough the one doth fo farre ourſtrip the other in 
the praQtice of new Obedience ( which is the Chriſti- 
an mans race) yer are there certaine fundamentall 
principles, in which they both concurre ; as 4a de. 
fire to feare Gods name, * repentance for ſinnes paſt, 
and a ſincere * purpoſe ot heart for the time to come 
to cleave unto the Loxp, Whichwhoſoever hath, 
1s under mercie, and may notbe excluded from the 
Communion of Sxints, ln like manner for the inte/let7s- 
«// part: the'® firſt principles of the Oracles of God (as the 
Apoſtle callechthem ) hold the place ofthe common 
foundation,in which all Chriſtians muſt be grounded: 
alchough *ſome be babes, and for further knowledge 
are wnskilfu'l in the word of rigbtecuſneſſes other ſome 
are of verſe? age, whoby realon of aſe have their ſenſes 
exerciſed to diſcerne both good and evill, 

The Oracles of God containeaboundance of mar. 
rerinthem, and whatſoever is found inthem is a fit 
obje& for faith to apprehend : bur char all Chriſtians 
ſhould uniformely agret in the profeſſion of all thoſe 
rruthes thar are revealed there, is a ching that rather 
may be wiſhed, chan ever hoped for, Yerthe varictie 
of mens judgements in thoſe manie points, that be- 
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long to T heolegtcall faith yz doth nor diſſolve the unitic 
which they hold together in the fundamentall prin- 
ciples of the Catholick faith, The anitie of the faith 
commended here, is a Catholick unitic, and ſuch as 
every true Chriſtian attaineth unto, Till wee A x x 
come in the wnitie of the farth: ſaith the Apoſtle, As 
there is a | common ſalvation, 10 is there a * common 
faith zwiuch is ' alike precious inthe higheſt Apoſtle 
and che mceaneſt beleever, For we may not thinke that 
Heaven was prepared for deepe Clerkes onely : and 
therefore beſide that larger meaſure of knowledge, 
whereofall are not roder”. 4 there muſt be ® 4 Rule of 


faith common to [mall and preat ; which as it muſt con» 
fiſt but of few propoſitions, ( torfimple men cannor. 
beare away many) fo is italſo requiſite, thatthoſe arti- 
cles ſhould be oft ſuch weight and moment, that they 


may be ſufficient ro make a man wiſc unto faluation : 
that howſoever in other points learved men may goe 
beyond common Chriſtians, and exceed one another 
likewiſe by many degrees: yet in reſpe& of theſe ra- 
dicall truthes, which is the neceſſarie and common 
tood of all the children of the Church, there * is not 
an unitie onely, bur ſuch a kinde of equalitie alſo 
brought in among all ſorts of Chriſtians,as was here- 
roforc among the Congregation of the Iſraclites in 
rhe colleftion of their Manna z where * he that gathe- 
red much, hid nothing over ; and hee that gathered 
little, had no lacke_. 

If then ſalvation by beleeving theſe common prin- 
Ciples may be had, and to ſalvation none can come 
taat is notfirſta member of the Catholick Church of 
Chrilt : it followeth thereupon, that the wxitie of the 

faith, 


faith, generally requiſite for the incorporating of 
Chniſtians into that bleſſed focietie, is not to be ex- 
tended beyond thoſe commen — Which 
may further be made manifeſt unto us by the conti- 
nuall praQtice of the Catholick Church her ſelfe, in 
the matriculation ot her children, andthe firſt admit- 
tance of them into her communion, For when ſhee 
prepared her Catechument for Baptiſme, and by that 
dore reccived them into the congregation of Chriſts 
flock; we may not think her iudgement to have beene 
{o weake, that Chee would omit any thing herein 
that was eſſentially neceflary forthe making of one a 
member ofthe Church, Now the profefſion which 
ſhe required of all that were to receive Baptiſme,was, 
for the Agenda or praQticall part, anabrenuntiation of 
the Divell, the World, and the Fleſh, with all their 
finfull workes and luſtes ; and for the Credends, the 
things to be belceved, an acknowledgement of the 
avry. of the Creed : which being ſolemnly done, 
ſhethen baptiſed them jnthis ng intimatingthere- 
by ſufficiently, that this was that «we Faith commen- 
ded imto her by the Apoſtles, as the pther that one 


- oil which was appointed to be the ? Sacrament p Sacramen- 
oft, rum . 


This Creed, though for ſubſtance it was the ſame Pubs 230 


every where, yet for forme was ſomewhat different, 
and in ſome places received moe enlargements than 
in others, The Weſterne Churches herein applyed 
themſclves to the capacitie ofthe meaner ſort, more 
than.the Eaſterne did : uſing in their Bapriſme that 
ſhorter Forme of Confeſhon, commonly called The 
LApoſtlesCreed ; which in the more ancient times was 
C3 brieter - 
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brieteralſo than new iris, As we mayeaſily perceive, 
by comparing the Symbol recited by Marce!/ms An- 
cranxs { in the 4 Proteſſion of the ith which he dcli- 
vercd to Pope 1u/trs) with the expoſitions ofthe A- 
pattles Creed,wriiten by the Lat Doors : * where. 
1 the mention of the Fathers being Maker of heaven 
and earth, ihe Sonnes Death and Deſcending into Hell 
and the Communios of Saints, is wholly omitted, All 
which, though they were of undoubred veritic, yer 
tor brevitics fake ſeeme atfiſtto have beenc omitted 
in this ſhort Summe : becauſe ſome of them perhaps 
werenotthoughtto be altogether ſo neceſlary for all 
men { which is * Suarez his judgement rouching the 
point of the deſcent into Hel!) , and ſome that were 
moſt neceſlary, either thought to be ſufficiently im- 
plied in other Articles (asthat of Chriſt's death in 
thoſe of his cy#c:fixton and burial) , or thought tobe 
ſufficiently manifeſted by the light of reaſon z as that 
of the creation of heaven and earth, For howſoeyer 
this, as it is a truth revealed by God's Word, becom- 
meth an obje& for taith ro apprehend (Heb, 11,3.): 
yet ic is otherwiſe alſo clearely to be underſtood by 
the diſcourſe of reaſon(Rom.1.20,), even as the wxitte, 
and all the other attributes of the Godhead likewiſe 
are, Which therefore may be well referred unto thoſe 
Precoonita, or common ww which nature may 
poſſefſe the minde withall, before thar grace enlight- 
neth ir; and need not neceſſarily to be inſerted into 
that Symbol, which is the badge and cognizanice 
and the Beleever is to be differenced and diſtin- 


guiſhed from the Vnbeleever, 
The Creed which the Eaſterne Churches = in 
pP= 
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Bapri\me, was largerthen this ; beiag either the ſame 
or very lictle different from that which we common- * Xaddg ms 
ly call the Nicene Creed ; becauſe the greateſt part of ary. 
it was r cd and confirmed in the firſt generall 2 
Councell held at Nice:wherethe firſt draught thereof ; 
was preſcntcd to the Synod by Ex/cbiws, Biſhop of —y 
Ceſares, with this Preamble, * 4s wee have recerved m— — 
from the Biſhops that were before us, both at owr firſt cate- brand — 
chieing, ana when we received Baptiſme:and as we bave Laplarcuy 
learnea from the holy Scriptures z and as we have buhbe- G xa9s; ad 
teeved and taught, when wee entred txtothe Miniſtery 7 law 20a 
ang in our Biſhoorick it ſelfe : ſo beleeving at this preſent — = 
al/o,vve declare this our faith unto you, Tothisthe Nicene Saul 
Fathers added a more clcare cxplication of the Deitie & _— 
of the Sonne ( againſt the Arriax herefie, wherewith T 2 
the Church was thei troubled), profeſſing him to be **7y trier 
begotten, not made, and to be of one [ubflance with the veer 7% x] 
Father, The ſecond generall Councell, which was Wd donopd 
rap you aſter at Conſtantinople, ap- I 
oving this confeſhon of the fairh, as * mcſt ancient xi rl 
and agreeable to Baptiſme, inlarged it C—_ In hs en ba 
Article that concemed the Holy Ghoſt eſpecially, =pcraragh- 
which az thattime was moſt oppugned by the Mace- Pudp.Eujrb, 
donian Herctickes, And whereas the N/cene confeſſi. 7: 2d 5re- 
on proceeded no turcher,thanto the belicke which we hoy 373 Ty 
have inthe ho'y T rinitie; the Fathers of Conflantino. Threoreth. 1, 
ple madeitvp, by adding that which was commonly _ 4 
profeſſed rouching the Catholicke Church-and the Bas 
priviledges belonging thereunto, Eprphanizes repea- nw dxddey 
ting this Creed atlarge,* afhrmeth it to have been de- 7% bamrio- 
livered unto the Church by the Apoſt'es, ! Caſsianuws uarrt, Cone, 
avoucheth as much, where he urgeth this againſt Ne- _ = 1-4 


I Fpyphan mn "Ayxupur. p.$18-edvt.Gras, y 1o.Ca/s lib. 5.de Incarnat.erbi, ©4p- g, : of 
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ſtorius,as the Creed anciently received inthe Church 

of Antioch ; from whence hce came. The Romane 
Church, after the dayes of Charles the great, added 
the article of the proceſſion of the Hy Ghoſt from 
the Soxne, unto this Symboll : and the * Councell of 
Trent hath now recommended itunto us, that prin- 
ciple in which all that profeſſe the farth of Chriſt doe ne- 
ceſſarily agree; and the firme and oneLY FovnDa- 
TION, 424inſt which the Gates of Hell ſhall never pre- 
vatle_, 

[t is a matter confeſſed therefore by the Farhers of 
Trent themſclues, that in the Conſtantinopolitane_s 
Creed, or in the Romane Creed atthe farthelt ( which 
differeth nothing from the other, butthar it hath ad- 
ded Filisque to the proceſſion of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
out of the Nicene Creed, Dewm de Deo, to thearticles 
that concerne the Sonne ) that onely foundation, and 
principle of faithis to be found, inthe #nitie whereof 
all Chriftians muſt neceſſarily agree, Which is 0- 
therwiſe cleared ſufficiently, by the conſtant praQtice 
ofthe Apoſtles and their ſucceſſours,in rhe firit recei- 
ving of men into the Socictic of the Church, Forin 
one of the Apoſtles ordinary Sermons, we ſee, there 
was ſo much matter delivered, as was ſufhcient ro 
convert men untothe faith, and to make them capa- 
ble of Baptiſme : and thoſe Sermons rreared onely 
of the firlt principles of the dodtrine of Chriſt; up- 
on the receiving whereof ,the Church (following the 
example of the Apoſtles ) never did denie Baprilſme 
unto her Catechwmeni. In theſe firſt principles theuc- 
fore muſt the foundation be contained, and that 


common wnitie of faith which is required in - 
t 


befwe. His Maine. 


the members of the Church, 
The Toundation then being thus cleared : con- 

cerning the ſuperſtrution, we learne from the Apo- 
ftle, that ſornc * build wpon this foundation, gold, filver, 1 Cor.z.12. 
precious ſtones, wood, hay, ſtubble, Some proceed from 
one degree of wholeſome knowledge unto another 
increaſing their maineſtock, by the addition of thoſe 
other ſacred truthes that are revealed in rhe word 
of God: and theſe build upon the toundarion, go/x, 
and falver, and precious ſtomes, Others retaine the 
precious foundation , but lay bafe marter upon it; 
woed, hey, ſtubble, and ſuch other eyther ur;profita- 
ble. or more dangerous ſtuffe : and others goe fo 
farre, that they overthrow the very foundation it 
ſelfe, The firſt of theſe be =_ the ſecond foo/rſh, 
the third medde builders, When the day of tryall 
commeth : the firſt mans®* worke ſhall abide, and hee b Iþid. v.14 
himſelfe ſhallrecerve s reward; the ſecond ſhall loſe ' 1 1 
his workebutnor himſclfc y (< he ſhell ſaffer loſſe, faith « Ibid-v, rx. 
the Apottle, bat he himſel/e ſhall be ſaved : ) rhe third 
ſhall loſe both himſelfe and his worke rogerher, And 
as in this ſpiritual] ſtruQtureverie different kindes of 
materialls may be laid the ſame foundarion, 
ſome ſound and ſome d:ſoincither of them, ©” 
there is a great difference.ro.be.made berwixrt ſuck- - ., +. 
a5.arc mors contiguous-tothe foundation, and ſuch 7 
as be reqrorer off, Thi filſer Explication/ of the firſt, ,".. " * 
principles of faith, and. the concluſions deduced ' 

om thence, arein the ranke of choſe verities that 
be more nectely conjoyned to the foundation : ro 
which thoſe falGri Rats ARE 
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ſide, that grate upon the foundation, and any way 

endanger it, Y 
F r chat there be diverſe degrees both of trurthes 
aaderrors in Religion, which neceſſarily muſt be di- 
d Quzdam {tinguiſhed is a thing acknowledged, not by us a- 
lune cacholic# [One but by the learnedeſt alſo of our Adverſaries, 
gry 7 og © There be ſome Catholick werities ((aythey) which 


poveinene, uw oe ſo pertaine to faith, that theſe betnz taken away, 
is tublatis, 


{a » thefarthit ſclfe muſt be taken away alſo, '_And theſe by 

ides quoque : | , 

"- larur. £/8)9 8/e wo: call not ont'y Catholick, but verities of 
urs no8ulu Path a/ſo, There are other werities which bee 'Cathe- 


frequent: non 


ſolgm catho-. {16k /ſo 4nd univerſall, namely, [ach as the whole 
licas, ſed fidei Chwrch boldeth,which yet being overthrowne, the faith 
lea P* #5 ſhaken indced, but not overturned. © And in the er- 
liz veritaces 7707s that are comtrary to ſuch truthes as theſe, the 
luncetiamipl= faith js obſcured, wot extinguiſhed ; weakened; nt pe- 
—_— riſhed, Nevertheleſſe, lined abe faith bee not alto- 


nempe quas gether deſtroyed by them, yet is it evill at eaſe, andſbi- 
—_— ken, and as it were diſpoſed to corruption, For as there 

bus lices be certaine hurts of the bodie which doe not take away 
everſis, fides the liſe, bat yet a man is the worſe for them, and diſpo- 
; us [ed to corruption eyther in whole or in part ;, as there be 
tamen. Arque -0#hey mortal! harts; which take away the life 7 'fo like- 


in hujuſmodi w/o are. there certaine degtees of propoſitions, which 


veritach con- 


trariis er1 0ribus, dixi fidem obſcurari, non extingui ; infirmari, hon perire. Has 
1am fide ycritatescentui vocandas, quamwvis doftrine Chriſtians verkata/ Bb 


Melch Canu', loc. Foeelog lb. 12 c19 11. © Necellare eaſt; os gradum 
propolitonum, perquigeiams fides non Fay hue ramen male haber, 
quaritur, & quaſi diſpoaicur ad corruptionem, icut fume quardam orb 
quz non auferunt vitam, (ed male haber homo per £23, & diſporycur 3d corrupeioniin 
aut in toro aur in parte ; aliz vers ſunt |xfiones morrales, quz yjram cripiung: wa ſwat 
quidam gradus propofitionum,comintnees doQrinara non wil aqurinn prac om: 
berclim maniteſtam. Dewunic Baneet Sm tum 28/ ehaft V1 athens, OOO 

1 con- 
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Containe nz/0und dottr ine, aiuthoug h they bave not mant- 
(ef berefie, In a word, the generall rule concerning 
all theſe ſuperſtruRions, 1s : that the more neere 
they are to the foundation, of, fo much greater im- 
pormmes be the truthes,and ſo much more perillous 

the errors, as againe, the farther they are remo- 
ved off, the lefle neceflary doth the knowledge of 
luch yeritics prove tobe, and the ſwarving from the 
truth lefſe dangerous, 

Now from all that hath beene ſaid , two great 
Queſtions way bereſolved, which rouble manie. 
The firſt is z What wee may judge of our Fore-fa- 
thers, who lived. in che communion of the Church 
of Rome > Whercunto I an{were, that wee haveno 
reaſon to thinke otherwiſe, but that they lived and 
dyed under the mercie of God, For wee muſt di- 
ſtinguiſh the Papacie from the Church wherein it is, 
as the Apalllerdath t antichrift from the Temple of fo Theſ1 4. 
Ged, wherein hee fittech, The foundation upon - | 
which the Church ſtandcth, is that commun faith, 
(as we have heard) in the @a/tie whereotall Chriſti 
ans doe genera lyaccord, pon this old foundati- 
on Antichriſt raileth-up,his new. buildiags h any 
liyeihupanir, not bay and fabble onely, but fane _. 
more vile and peraicious matter, which wrencheth 
and giflurberh the very foundation it ſelfe. For ' 
example. It.is a ground of the Catholick faith, that 
Chriſt was borne of the Virgin Mary : which in the 
Scripture is thus explained, 8 God ſent forth bu 8 Gal. 4 4 
Sonne, Made of a Woman, This the Papacic admir- 
tech for a certaine eruch : bur infinuazerh wichall, ws 
char upon the Alcar Ges Haven fonh his Sonne 
| 2 made 
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h Per verbs 
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vere &realiccr 
uti rranflub- 
Rtantiacur pa- 
nis,ita produ 
citur & qual 
encracur 
hnſtusin al- 
tari, adcs po - 
tenter & cfh+ 
caciter, ur f 
Chriſtus nec 
dum effect in- 
Ccarnatus, per 
hexc verba 
Hoc eſt corpus 
ew nn, NCarna- 
recur, 
===> 
ſumeret 2: ut 
raves Theo- 
i docent. 
Saline 
nely 4 Lapide, 
Comment 47. i 
Eſai. 7. 14- 
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alii,qu9d fides 
ſua, 
une quod panis 
& yinum re- 
manene poſt 
conſecratione 
in natunsfuis, 
adhuc ſcrvatur 
laicis, & anti- 
quitus ſerva- 
barur. Þ Ti- 
row em (on- 
feſarome cont. 


lo.) ubff quam 
MS. habes. 


of Chriſt in the ſtead thereof, bura reall converſion 
of the one into the other : {uch as they themſelves 
would have eſteemed to be a bringing forth of 
Chriſt, and a kinde of Generation of him, For, to 
omit the wilde conceirs of Poſtellus in his booke De 
Nativitate Meadtatoris ultima : this is the doctrine of 
their yr aver Divines(as Cornelius 4 Lapide the Ieſuire 
doth acxnowledge in his Romane LeQures)rhat bby 
the words of conſecration truely and really as the bread i 
tranſſubſtantiated, ſo Chriſt is produced and as it were 
generated wpon the Altar, in ſuch a powerfull and effec- 
tuall manner; that, if Chriſt as yet had not beene incar- 
nate, by theſe words | Hoc eſt corpus meum ] he fſhow/d 
be incarnated, and aſſume an humane bodie, And doth 
not this new Divinitie, thinke you, ſhrewdly chrea- 
ten the ancient foundation of rhe Catholick beleefe 
of the Incarnation ? 

Yet ſuch as in the dayes of our fore-fathers oppoſed 
the Popiſh do@rine of Tranflubftantiation, could 


afrv- alledge for themfelues, i that the faich which they 


maintained, was then preſerved among the laitie, and 
ſo htd anciently beene preſerved, And of mine owne 
knowledge I can teftifie, that when I have dealt with 
ſome of the common people that would be counted 
members of the Romane Church, and demanded 
of rhem what they thought of that which I knew to 
be the common Tenet of their DoRors inthis point : 
they not onely rejected it with indignation, Hut 
wondered alfo that-I ſhould\imagine any of their 

| {dc 
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befoe bis Miniefict 
fdero be lo foolith, as to give credit to ſuch a lenle- 
lefle thing. Neither may we account it to have been 
a {mall bleſſing of God unto > ST EIT 1 tived 
in that kmgdome ot darke that the [gnorence 
wherein they were bred freed them from we under- 
ſtanding of thule things, whichbeing known might | 
' provefo prejudic.all ro their ſoules health, For nem 
be ſome things yeb1ch it 1s better fur a man to betgnorant veſcive, um 
of, than to know : and the notknewoing oftrhote pro- _ _ = 
fundities, which are indeed the depths of Satan, 15 TO chirid 2d Lan 
thoſe that have nor the skilrodbv$ imo the borrome ney 
ot ſuch myſteries of pmgaicd an hoppic "TY 
Ignorance, , | //| 

The ignorancevf thoſe policiple of the Catho- 
lique faith, char are abfolurely ineceflarie to ſalvari- 
on, is as dangerous a gulte on the other fide : bye 
the lightof choſecommon-muhes of Chetſhianicie 
was (o great, and fo firmedy fixed/inthemmdesot 
thoſe char profefied the name of Chriſt, thatitwas 
nor e for the power of carkeneſſe tO Extin- 

it, norithe m_ Helbro agaioftie, 

ay ;thevegic whick by the anczent 
inſtitutiba'of the Chadak weere:celebrwad. for: the 
 commemorativiofibe Biſſe Natius- 
tre, Þ com, | 00s, courSavs. 
our Chrift,: did fo yer of thele 
things among the 5 chat by tube 
" Popiſh- Do@ors theralelyes}, it 19 made an argu- m Sytveſt. is 
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pointofall)the ordulary inſtrution appuinted to be 


n SeemyT1e4- Bien unto men upon their death-beds, was : * that 
tiſe De Chri. 


ſtanwum Fc. 


they ſhould looke te come toglorie, not by their owne_, 


clefixrum ſuc. >erits fat by the yerene and merit of the paſsrom of our 
ceffione & #4# Lord teſws Chrift-pthat they ſhould place their whole 
wa com fidence in his death onely, and in no other thing ; and 
{were roche 2- that they ſhould zuterpoſe his death betwixt God and 
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their fiwnes, betwixt them and Gods anger. 
; So char where theſe things did thus concurre in 


. any(asweedoubr nor but did in-many thou 


ſands), the knowkedge of the commonprinciples of 
thefaith, the ignorance of ſuch maine crrours as did 
endanger the toundation, a godly life, and a faith- 
tull death: there we have nocauſeto make any que- 
tion, buvthat God:had fitted a ſubjeR for hismer- 
Cy ta worke.upon. And yet in ſaying thus, wee doe 
nothing befſe that{uchavrtheſtwere # apr/fe, 
eichermtheirlifbor Gar death: members of the 
Romane Church perhopsthey were bur. ſuch as by 
God's apron reve, — _— 
otfPepery char ra) ere. For Popery it (ele 18 
rrenbong. chlo dut-ahe horeh or-:ghic plague of that 
Church >which'bazarderhithe foh\es of thoſe it ſci- 
zceh upbness:. much and&1hywidAtivncandor the bo. 
dy, Andcfteretayesfanban fo foole. 
hardy ks coccakeup his wdging)inlich a Peſt-bouſe, 
after warning given ptthe edanger ; wee'in 
owy charitie may wellſayy] Land have merey por hin : 


bathe, in FA adn jo to feare, 
*,, that God:iw hig-juftice Avi 


inf&-chat jud 
upon-fim; which 9 rbwaakbohtrhath:chrearned a. 
gainſt ſach as will nut he/ptwe'thetrach, but _ 
I:; 1477 AC wre 
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ſure in wnarighteou/ueſſe, Ando wych way luffice tor 
that queſtion, = ——_— 

The ſecond queſtion, ſo rife in the mouthes-of Frulic{tccie. 
our Adverſaries, is : where was your Church before 6 magnopert 
Luther ? Whereuntoan anſwere. may bee returned Mine” ah 
from the grounds ot the loluridn of the former que- quod ubique, 
ſtion; that our Church, was even there where now 90d ſemper, 
it is, In all places ofthe world, where the ancient - i 
fouadations were retained, agd thaſe comman prin» ec :hoceſt e. 
ciples of faith, upon the. profeſſion whergot men == vere 
have ever beene wont to be, admitred, by Baptiſme, tholicum ras. 
into the Church cf Chriſt zthere we doubt notbur cor-Lirin co. 
our Lord had hjs ſubje&s, and wee ouetellow-ſer- foot? 7 
Vants, For REA ua, new Fanh, DOFRO BEW vel molitus fir 
Church. That which jo etimeof the ampient F4 7) none 
thers was accounted te be, track and: properiy Cat Parr, non ts. 
tholick, namely, that which was be{ceyed every wherg, men vel cfie- 
«lmges,audby all : has in the, ſureeedingrages bath ©fcpatends 
evermore beene preſervedandys a3ghigday entirely polthic, ur 

rofeſſed in our Church,! Aad ix is. well gbſegyed hee doctins 


abolearur: 
portus, ili 
in denfiſhm4 
marxime invo. 
lutarum per- 
turbationum = 
cali ine vidrie 


hertq « fſced, nor foal 
after tht this Cathylick doffrons 4, 
conſent of. Cbrilians. av 
weld be aboli[hed i but thit int 
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bothim the mites avi in the open confeſs4on of all Chyr- 
ſtrans, no wayes everturned in the foundation thereof - 
andthat in this wveritre that oze Church of Chriſt was 
preſerved in the midſt of the tempeſts of the muſt cruel 
winter, or th the thickeſt darknes of her waynings. 
Thus if at this day we ſhould take a ſurvay of the 
ſeverall profeffions of Chriſtianitie, that have an 
large ſpread in any part of the world (as of the Rel 
gion of the Remane and the Reformed Churches in 
our Quarters; of the «Zgyptians and «Ethiopians in 
the South, ofthe Grectaxs and other Chriſtians in 
the Eaſterne patts Y; and ſhould put-by the points 
wherein they did differ one from another, and ga- 
ther ineo one body rhe reſt of the Articles wherein 
they all did generally agree : wee ſhould finde, thar 
in etofept6poſitions which without all conttover- 
ſie are univerſally received in the whole Chriſtian 
world, ſo naticheruth jSeontained, as, being joyned 
with holy obedience,'tmay be ſaffieient ro bring a 
man tinco everlaftin falvarion, Neither have wee 
cauſe to doubr, butthat © & many as doe walke atcor- 
dn to'thisyale (nemther — that —_ 
have bnilde& by fuperinduting any dmmngb/e 
ea thereupon; ah otherwiſe Via their he. 
tte Pa#th withra lewd ahd wieked converfarion ) peice 
ſb bre win them, and mercie, ani upon the 1/rael of 


by Yar 
contin 
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centizs hits rule, are the ſpeciall charaQers of that 
which is truely and properly Cathclick : (o for their 
Duration wee are ſure that they have ſtill held our, 
and beene kept as the Seminarie of the Catholique 
Church in the darkeſt and difficulteſtrimesthat ever 
have beene : where if the Lord of Hoſtes had nor in 
his mercy reſerved this ſeed unto us, we ſhould long 
fince* have beene as Sodom, and [bold have beene (ike 
unto Gomorrah, It cannor be denied indeed, that 
Sathan and his inſtruments have uſed their urmoſt 
endeavour,cicher to hide this light from mens eyes, 
by keeping them in groſle ignorance, or to deprave 
it by bringing-in pernicious herefics z and that in 
theſe latter ages they have much prevailed both 
wayes, aſwell in the Weſt and North, as in the Eaſt 
and South, Yet farre be it, for all this, from any 
mantothinke, that « God ſhox/A ſo caſt awvay his people, 
that in thoſe times there ſhould notbe lefta remnant 
according to the eleftion of graces. 

The Chriftian Church was never brought unto a 
lower ebbe, than was the Iewiſh Synagogue in the 
dayes of our Saviour Chriſt; when *the /ncerpreters 
of the Law had taken away the key of knowledge : 
andthat little knowledge that remained, was mile. 
rably corrupted, not onely with the leaven of the 
Phariſees, butalſo with the damnable hereſieof the 
Sadauces, And yeta man ar that time might have 
ſeene the true ſervants of Gov ſtanding together 
with theſe men in the ſelfe-ſame Temple: which 
might well be accounted, as the Howſe of the Srints 
in regardofthe one, borne theeves in wu 
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of the other, When the peſtilent hercſie of the Ar- 
rians had polluted the whole world; the people of 
C.-uiſt were not to bee found among them onely 
who made an open leccfſion from that wicked com- 
pany, but a:nong thoſealſo who held externall com- 
munion with them; andlivedundertheir Miniftery, 
Where they ſo learned the other truthes of Gop 
from them, that they were yet ignorant of their 
maine errour; God in his providence fo orderin 
marrers, that (as it is noted by S.? Hilary ) the people of 
Chriſt ſh:uld not periſh under the Prieſts of Antichriſt, 
If you demand then, Where was Gods Temple all 
this while ? the anſwer is at hand : There where 4»- 
' tichriſt (ate, Where was Chriſts people > Even un- 
der Antichrifts Prieſts : and yerthis isno juſtification 
- atall, eithcrof Antichrift, or of his Prieſts ;buta ma- 
nifcſtation of God's great power, who is able to 
hold his Church even there * where Satans throne 57. 
Babylon was an infe&ious place, and the infeQion 
* thereof was morrall : and yer God had his people 
there, whom hee preſerved from the mortalitie of 
that infe&ion, Elſe, how ſhould he have ſaid ;* Come 
out of her my people; that yee bee not partakers of ber 
finnes, and that ye recerve not of her plagues. If the 
place had not beene infeRious, he ſhould not have 
needed to forwarne them of the danger wherein 
they ſtood of partaking in her finnes;zand it the infe- 
Rion hid nor beene morrall, he would not have put 
them in minde of the plagues that were to follow : 
and if in the place thus mortally infeed, God had 
not preſerved a people alive unto himlelte, he could 
nor 
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not have faid; Come out of her my people, 

The encmic indeed had there ſowne his tares: but 
>ſownethem inthe Loxys field, and amongthe gyvqvv 
Lonps wheate, Anda field, we know, may fo bee 3. 
© gvergrowne with ſuch evill weedes as theſe ; that c Infelix loli- 
atthe firſt fight a man would hardly thinke, that any __A_ 
corne were there art all : even a$in the barne it ſelte, arenz. 
the * mixture ofthe chaffe with the wheate is ſome- 4 Grana cm 
time ſuch,as a-farre offa man would imagine that he <eperine tri- 
did ſce buta heape ofchaffe, and nothing elſe, Thoſe jam rorha” 
worthy husbandmen that in theſe laſt 600. yeares jam rangune, 


have taken paines in plucki thoſe pernicious *qualinonie 
weedes out of the L . KD ; field and A ar the mn 
chaffe trom his graine ; cannor be rightly ſaid in do- dio palea. Er 
Ins to have brought in a r field, or  ropes_Arag 
to have changed the ancient graine,, The field is the arcam, paleam 
ſame, but weeded now, unweeded then : the graine 
the ſame, but winnowed now, unwinnowed then, PRE” 
Wee preach no new faith, but the ſame Catholique tmearnr, niG 
faich that ever hath becne preached : neyther was Mamunpe 
it —_—_— our n——_— begin a new Church &,,ia« 
in theſe latter dayes of the world, but to reforme w purgance 
the old. A tree that hath the luxurious branches gn 
lopped off, and the noxious things that cleave unto ad dikererions 
it taken away ; is not by this pruningand purging of | — 
it made another tree than it was befoge : neyther is raupere, rams. 
the Church reformed in our dayes, another Church 10.0per. 4uge- 
than chat which was deformed in the dayes of our 
fore-fathers z though it hath no agreement, forall 
that, with Poperie, which is the Peſtilence that wal- 
——— ——— ———— 
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chat now waſteth at noone day, 
And thus havel finiſhed that which I had co ſpeak, 
concerning the wnitie of the faith : for the further 
e Neceſſarium explication whereof, the Apoſtle addeth, [ and of the 
arp =. the Sonne of God. | Wherein wee may 
Theologi il- obſerve both the Nature ofthis Grace, and the Ob. 
lud, quod eZ. ject of it, For the former, we ſee that Faith is here 
Dzi, cada. deſcribed unto us by Knowledge : to ſhew unto us, 
lacem necefla- that Knowledge is athing that is neceſſarily requi. 
_ red j11 true belceving z Whercot this may bee an ax- 
am ob igno- gilment ſufficient : that in matters of faich-the 
rantiaminvin- Scerimture doth uſe indifferently thetermes of know- 
uacung; ali3 #722 and beleeving, So lob 19, 25, 1 know that my 
Je canſia 3d Redeemer l;verh, loh, I7. 3. This & life eternal, that 
Cs i ne. Fe) know thee the onely true God, and leſus Chriſt 
queat exiam whom thou haft ſent. Elai. 53. 11, By his knowledge 
gy mg" ſhull my righteous ſervant iuſtifie manic, As there- 
— ; forc in the fundamentall eruthes of Chriſtian Reli- 
commentar. gion writie of faith is requiredamong all thoſe*thar 
Theol, que belon to the Catholick Church :fo in thoſe maine 
299. Illaquz grounds likewiſe there is #itie of knmwledge gene- 
ſuneneceflaria rally required among all that proteſſe the name of 
ns, 6 defint, Chriſt, 
nobis exam =—Por ſomethings there be, the knowledge where- 
= culpsn9- of js abſolutely neceſſaric, * neceſſitate medy vel finis 
benenos ab (as the School-men ſpeak : ) without whichno man 
z:ern4morre; may expe, by Gods ordinaric law, toartaine unto 


—_— the end of his faith, the ſalvation of his ſoule, And 


{tra poreſtate 

illa aflequ!. Quemadmodum ctiambi non fit nifi unicum remedium, ut aliquis fugiae 
mortem corporalem, & tale remedium ignoretur & ab infirmo & medico y- dabio 
peribit homo ille, Dow. Barnes, 1m 2498 34,4u4]. 2.471 8. col. 248, 
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in theſe a man may loſe himlelte, not by Herefie 
onely, which is aflat denying ; but by 1gnerance al. 
ſo, which is a bare not knowing of them : theſe 
things being acknowledged to bx fo neceſſarie, that 
alrhough iclay not in our power to attaine thereun- 
to, yet this invincible Ignorance ſhe uid not excuſe 
us from everlaſting death, Even as if there were 
one onely remedie,whereby a ficke man could be re- 
covered, and ireed from corporall death : ſuppoſe 
the patient and the Phyfitian both were ignorant of 
it, the mart muſt periſh, as well not knowing it, as if 
being brought unto him, he had refuſed it, And fSicurad legis 
therefore in this caſe it is reſolved, that * from the he yr 
explicite faith, & actuall knowledge of theſc things, omnis viriacoe 
nothing can excuſe but onely ſuch an incapacigl as Obligaue fine 
is found in infants, naturals, and diſtracted perſons : mayor rn 
and that in all others which have che uſe olds, actual: fide 
although they want the meanes of inſtruQion, this we ev 


lgnorance is not onely perillous, but alſo damna- incapacirare, 
ble, - 762 N yy Parvulos 


The danger then of this Ignorance being, bythe auremn & fart 
confeſhon lo the moſt judicious Divines of both = 


ſides, acknowledged to beſo great: the wofull e- Menmecapeons 
ſtate of the poore Countrey wherein live, is much lj impo@ibi- 
ro bee lamented, where the people generally arc irate probibi» 
ſuffered to periſh for want of knowledge : the vyl- Mw meprnn 
gar ſuperſtitions of Poperie not doing them halte fwplicieer 
that hurt,thatthe ignorance of thoſe commen yeow —_— 
ciples of the faich doth, which all true Chriſtians Lie dofeGibus 
axe bound to learne, The conſideration whereof, laboranc.Peer- 
hath ſometime drawne mee to treate with thoſe of ©- —_— 
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the oppoſite party,8& to move them: that howſoever 
in other things we did difter one from another, yet 
wee ſhould joyne together in teaching thoſe maine 
points, the knowledge whereot was fo neceflary un. 
ro {1lvation, and of the crutch whereof there was no 
controverſie berwixt us, Bur whatfor the jealouſies, 
which theſe diſtractions in marters of Religion have 
bred among us,& what for other reſpe&s,the motis 
took ſmall effeA:& ſo betwixtus both,the poor peo- 
ple are kept ſtill in miſerable ignorice,neither know. 
ing the grounds of the one religion nor ot the other, 

Here the caſe ( God be thanked) is farre other- 
wiſe : where your Mateſties care can never be ſuffici. 
ently commended, in taking order, that the chiefe 
heads of the Catechi/me ſhould, in the ordinarie mi- 
niſterie, be diligently propounded and explained 
unto the people throughout the land, Which I wiſh 
were as duely executed every where, as it. was pi- 
ouſly by You intended, Great Scholars ly 
may thinke, that it ſtandeth not ſo well with their 
credite, to ſtoop thus low, and ro ſpend ſo much of 


* cheirtime in teaching theſe rudiments and firſt prin- 


Ciples ofthe do&rine of Chriſt, But they ſhould 
conſider, that the laying of the foundation skiltul. 
ly, as itis the matter of greateſt im nce in the 
whole building, ſo is it the very maſter-peece of the 
wiſeſt builder 8 According to the grace of God which is 
given unto mee, 45 4 wiſe maſter-builder, I have = 
the foundation : ſaith the great Apoſtle, And ler 
the learnedeſt of us all try it when-ever wee pleaſe ; 
wee ſhall finde, that to lay this ground-worke _ 

Ys 
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ly, (that is, to apply ourlelves unto the capacitic of "8 
the common Auditorie, and to makean Ignorant 
man to underſtand theſe myſteries in ſome good 
mealure) will put us to the tryall of our skill, and 
trouble us a great deale more, than if we were to dif. 
cuſſea controverlic, or handle a ſubtile point of lear- 
ning in the Schooles, Yer * Chr:ft did giveas well his þ gpteC4. 14. 
_Apoſties, and Prophets,and Evangeliſts, as his ordi- 
naric Paſtors and Teachers, to bring us all, both lear- 
ned and unlearned, unto the wnitie of this faith and 
—_— and thenegleRing of this, is the fruſtra- 
ting of the whole worke of the Miniſterie, For let us 
preach never ſo many Sermons unto the people, 
—_— is but loſt, as long as the mA n 
unlaid, and the firſt principles untaught,u ic 
all other doarine -" be wore Y 

Hee therefore that will * fudie to ſhew himſelfe i » Timary 

oved unto God, a workeman that needeth not to be 

amd, dividing the word of God aright z muſthave 
a ſpeciall care toplant this Kingdome both in the 
mindes and in the hearts of them that heare him. I 
ſay, in the hearts aſwell as in the mindes: becauſe 
we may not content our ſelves with a bace Theoricall 
knowledge, which is an information _ the 
Vnderſtanding , and goeth no further than the 
braine z but we muſt labour to attaine unto a further 
degree both of Experimentall and of Prafticall 
Knowledge, in the things that wee have learned, A 
young man may talke much of the troubles of che 
Lun) and a Scholar in the Vniverſitie may ſhew a 
great dealc of wit in making a large declamation 
up- 


A Sermon Preached 


k Gen n49-17+ 
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upon that argument : but when the ſame men have 
atterwards been beaten inthe world, they will con- 
fcſle thatthey ſpake Detore they knew nor what, and 
counttheir former apprzicnton of theſe £14125 tO 
be bur mcere Ignorance, in reſpect of that new lear- 
ning which now they have bought by deare experi- 
ence, The trec in Paradiſe, of which our firſt pa- 
rents were forbidden to cate, wascalled * the rree of 
knowledge of grod and evill : becaule it fignified unto 
chem, x ah as now while they ſtood upon termes of 
obedience with their Creator, they knew nothi 
but good; ſo at whattime ſoever they did cranſgreſſe 
his commandement, they ſhould begin co know e- 
vill alſo, whereof before they had no knowledge, 
not but thar they had an intellefFuall knowledge of 
1: before ( for he that knoweth good, cannot be ig- 
norant of that which is contrarie unto it; Reffwm 
being alwayes index ſus & 06/194; )bur that tillthen 
they never had felt any cvill, they never had any 
exper imentall knowledge of it, So our Apoſtle in 
this Eviſtle boweth his knees unto the Father of our 
Lord Ieſus Chriſt, that hee would grant unto theſe 
Epheſians, | to know the love of Chriſt which paſſeth 
——_ ſhewing, that there is a further degree of 
knowledge in this kinde, that may be felt by the 
hearr, though not comprehended bythe braine:and 
in the Epiſtle to the Philippians, = he counteth al] 
things but loſle for the excellent knowledge ſake of 
Chriſt leſus his Lord, Meaning hereby a knowledge 
grounded upon deepe experience of the verrue of 
Chriſts death and reſurreion, in his owne ſoule : 


as 


— 
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byes Dp angry. inthe words folloy- 
I may know him, 4nd the power of his reſgr- 3 Thid.verſ10- 
eolfis, and the Jelenſbe of bis ſuffer ingj, and be made 

conformable wnts hi 

There is nc POND e then to be 
looked after, beſide the Mewts//: and 0 is therea 
Pratticall knowledge | likewiſe, as well as an delle 
Zuall, When Chriſt is ſaid ro have tnowne no 
wvee cannot un this of /atelleFinall 
ledge (forhad he not thus knowne finne, he _ 

not have npeored] it as he did ) but of Pradlicall, So 

that, ® Hee knew wo finne, in $, Pax; mult be concgi- o 2 Corcy.24, 
vedto be the very ſame with, ? Je did wo finge, 1in p »Per.3. 33, 
S, Peter, In the the firſt to the Romances, they ;that 

4 knew God, becauſe they g lorified biz nat 4s Goa, are qRom. :. a7. 
therefore ſaid, " wet to go God in their k e..r dr t. 
God made his wayes and his awes knowne to 

children of Iſracl in the deſert; S/N be ſaid of (Palos 16. 
them :.Jt 6s 4 people that doe e376 in their, heart, anpiriey + ug 
© the heart, as wellas in the braine za0d a kinde ghig- 

natance ariſjn from the will, as COLL 

benny, "f rw 0 0 

and = {in 

particulars apa. be 

oe | 

re i5 to. 
finkerh from 


wilsaud j 


bave not knowne my wazes. For there. is py Of 
minde, And Te in the 
FA, 
eng pcns ecu 6 
indes, an | 
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thence breaketh forth into aQion : (ſetting head, 
heart, hand,and all aworke:)and fo much muſt 
thou reckon thy felfe to know in Chrilſtianitie, as 
thouartable ro make uſeof in praftiſe, For as Saint 
James ſaith of faith z* Shew me thy faith by thy workes: 
ſodoth hein like manner of knowledge, 7 who © 4 
wiſe man, and enducd with knowledge among you ? 
let him ſhew ont of « good conver ſation his wor kes with 
meekene(ſe of wiſedome : and $. John much to the ſame 
Purpoſe, * Hereby we doe know that we know him, if 
wee keepe his commandements, He that ſaith, 1 know 
him, and keepeth not his commundements, is a lyay, and 
the truth is not in him. 

He ſpeaketh there of Ieſus Chriſt the righteous : 
the Sonne of God, who is here in my rext likewiſe 

S 


made the Obie of this Knowledge, * Thes art 
Chriſt the Sonne of the living God: is by Chriſt him- 
ſelfe made the yocke upon which the whole Church 


. ts builded, And, Other foundation ( faith $, Pau! ) 


c4x 9 may lay, than that is laid, which is leſus Chriſt.» 


- *Northat wee ſhould thinke, that there were no 9- 
* ther fundamentall doQrine ro bee acknowledged 


but this alone ( for the articles of the Holy Ghoſt, 
forgiveneſſe of finnes, refurre&Rion of the dead, 
eernall judgement, and ſuch like orher, have their 
placealſo in the 4foundation)bur becauſe thisis the 
moſt fpeciall objeRof faith, and the primarie foun- 
dation of all the other, For firf, as God is made the 
cozquate objec of the whole bodie of Divinitie, 
notwithſtanding it treateth alfo of men and An- 
ar = agen and Hell, Sinne and Obedience, and 

ie other particulars ; becauſe all cheſe are 


brought 
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brought tro God redattincyy, it nor as explications 
of his Nature, yer of his Workes 2nd Kingdom: 
ſo likewiſe may Chriſt be made the primarie head of 
all other fundamencall articles, becauſe they have 
all reference unto him y being ſuch as concerne cy- 
ther his Father, or his Spirit, or his Incarnation, or 
bis Office of Mediation, or his Church, or the ſpe- 
ciall Benefirs which he hath purchaſed for it. 
Secondly, howloever this faith and ———_ 
being raken in their larger extent, have tor their 
objec whar-cver is revealed in the Word of God: 
yet as they build us upon the foundation, as they in- 
corporate us into the myſlicall body, as they are the 
meanes of ourjuſtificarion and life, they looke upon 
the Sewne of God, and him onely, The holy Scriptures 
(within the bounds whereof the utmoſt exrentof all 
our faith and knowledge muſt be contained) are «- 
ble to make us wiſe unto ſalvationz but yet through 
faith which is in Chriſt Ieſus (2 Tim. 3.15. $0, by hi 
knowledge (or the knowledge of himlelte) fbell wy 
righteeans ſervant iuſt; fie many : ſayth the Father of 
the Son, Eſay 5 3. 11, And the life which 1 now live 
in the fieſb, 1 live by the faith of the Som of God, who bs. 
ved me, and gave himſel/e ſor me : faith the Apoſtle, 
ex 2.20, _ of Iſrael in he EIN Y 
with fierie Serpents, were , for 
rs. ul to looke upon the brazen Serpenz; _. 
which was a figure of * the Sow of man, lifted »p }, eTob. 3.1415. 
the Croſſe z that wboſoever did beleeve in him, gh 
not periſh, but have cternall life, Now as the Lfrac- 
lices with che ſame cyes, and withthe ſame viſivefa- 
: 2 moun- 
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mountainzy inthe deſerr, did looke upon the brazen 


$ calls, bur were euredby faftning the [ 
ponrhar dove, andnot by looking upon i. 
3bje& : fo by theſame fairh and knowledge where- 
by we are mm on wr ea orb were 
framed by the worduf God allorherrruchs 
revealed ; and yet fdby pub iuſtificens, Faith asit doth 
juſtific us, doch or lo Ones mg fixeth it ſelfe 
fole nthe Son © not an 
Here bur Tein Chrift and him crucified. As 
hath our Saviour a ſpeciall andpeculiar place in that 
larger foundarion: according ro that ofthe Apoſtle, 
_ 2,20, Tee are built upon the foundation of the 
- Apoſtles «nd Prophets, ® of which { foro his w in 
che Originall ug well bearc it) /eſs Chriſt # the 
* chiefe corner- 
It followeth now, that wee ſhould procced from 
the rar to the or + and fo * /erving the 
iples of the dotirine of Chriſt,goe on unto per feFion 
ns Cs mun, anto rhrmegfure of hr Anwe of 
the f falmeſſe f C rip}; : There is a time wherein Chriſt 
is but begu it were a-breeding in us, Gal, 4, 
19, = childrew ,of whom /rrevell iubivth anc 
war#l! Chr ift be firmed in you, After that het feng 
fotmedinourhearrs,heis arfirſtbur as a babe here; 
P—_— norattharſtay: _— in his 1 _— bo- 
rmereafed ir ſixture, fo in| evety part of his 
inyiicall body mak we ——— b certaine 
me arwre, and a flare of growth whe 
—__ ined'umto, a ian is 
meas, Andfor hiv endatſb doth the Apeftls 


ſhe thar che Miniftery was inſtirured, * Pur 
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* the diverfitie of , may 
admit a bs of Sina, SE For we maynot - + 
think the ſamemeaſtre of knowledge (for ex- | 


nn an unlear.. 
for a r, and for an ordinaric Chriſtian 
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